Welcome
Guests!

Please see page two
for important information
about today s service and
how to get the most out of
your visit with us.
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What If We Were Like Our Neighbors?

By Joe Lightfoot, Pastor of Adult Ministries

Certainly we are like our neighbors in many
ways: we have spouses, Kids, pets, jobs, and
problems with all of them. We are also like our
neighbors in that without trusting in Jesus we
would spend eternity separated from God in
torment.

As believers we are different from many
of our neighbors in that we do have an eternal
relationship with Jesus. This relationship mo-
tivates us to be here on Sunday to worship Him, study the Bible,
and connect with one another. In this way we are different from
our neighbors.
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But just how different are we? In March, the Barna Research
Group published some information regarding church attendance
and avoidance. Since they use big numbers and complex percent-
ages, it helped me get a handle on the results by applying them to
us, or the 1,056 people who were here on Sunday, April 20.

Barna s study indicated that one out of four adults (23%)
had no connection to a church in the past year. Of that 23%,
one-third had never attended a church in their lifetime. For us
this means that if we are like our neighbors, 23% of us, or 243,
would have no connection to a church during a typical year.
Further, this means that out of the 243 who haven t attended
church in the last year, 80 will have never attended church
ever if we are like our neighbors.
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Fortunately for us, we are
not like our neighbors spiritu-
ally. Unfortunately, this means
that, on average, 243 out of
every 1,056 people that live
around our church building
haven t been to a church in the
past year. It also means that
80 of those people have never
been to a church!

So what can we do?

In the coming weeks, you
can do what Jesus instructs
in Matthew 28:19... GO! On
Wednesday, June 4, we will

go into the neighborhoods around FFC to place informational
door-hangers on our neighbors doors. These will contain invita-
tions for the Motor Fest and our summer children s camps. You
can enjoy a barbeque dinner at 5pm and then visit our neighbors
6-8:30pm. Sign up on the Care and Communication Card to be

part of this outreach.
Volunteer!

Additionally, you can sign up on the Care and Communication
Card to serve during the Motor Fest. In this way you will demon-
strate to our neighbors a tiny bit of the sacri cial love that brought
you into eternity with God. There are many areas of service open,
including car registration, event set-up, food preparation, operation
of youth and children s activities, clean up, and much more. To
change the numbers God has to change the people. He gives us the
privilege of being involved in ways like this.
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