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Doing Right Requires 
Thinking Right

By Joe Lightfoot, Pastor of Adult Ministries
In our society we are overloaded with choices. 

Being able to make the right decisions comes from 
our ability to think correctly. Author James Allen 
writes, �As the physically weak man can make 
himself strong by careful and patient training, so 
the man of weak thoughts can make them strong by 
exercising himself in right thinking.�

To develop the ability to think 
rightly, it is hard to beat reading 
your Bible regularly. You can 
sharpen your ability to think 
rightly by establishing the 
habit of daily Bible reading.

Perhaps you�ve tried 
this in the past�maybe 
somewhere in the process 
you lost momentum�or 
the process overwhelmed 
you. Don�t be discour-
aged! As our new minis-
try year has just started, 
now is a wonderful time 

to start fresh! 
In Psalm 119, verse 11, the writer indicates he has planted 

God�s Word in his heart so that he can live in a way that brings 
God glory. That�s right thinking that leads to right living! Some 
wonderful options are listed below and are accessible from our 
website at: www.FirstFederated.org.

Some Bible Reading Options
 � Bible Reading Plans by bibleplan.org.

Choose from 13 di� erent reading plans available in several 
languages and translations to view online or receive 
daily emails with links to the actual scripture online. 
Visit Bibleplan.org for details. 

 � Bible Reading Plans by Bible Gateway.
Choose from four di� erent types of plans to read the Bible. 

 � Read the New Testament by Joe Lightfoot.
Read the entire New Testament in 2008, Monday�Friday, between 
January 21 and December 19 by downloading a PDF � le. 
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Welcome
Guests!

Please see page two 
for important information 
about today�s service and 
how to get the most out of 
your visit with us.
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The Blessing and Privilege of 
Serving in the Children�s Ministry 

For over twenty years I have had the privilege and honor of 
serving in many capacities in our Children�s Ministry, mostly 
in 3rd�6th grade. In August of 2007, due to teaching needs 
already being met, I found myself not serving anywhere in the 
Children�s Ministry. This was unfamiliar territory. I was actually 
very disappointed. During a Wednesday night meal, I shared 
with Sherri Stuf� ebeem (our awesome Children�s Director) how 
weird it was not to be 
teaching or helping 
in the Children�s 
Ministry. She asked 
me to consider helping 
in the early childhood 
area. A few days later, 
Jeni Baugher (equally 
awesome) called and 
asked if I would be 
interested in teaching 2�3 year olds. As I was praying about it, I 
tried to remember what 2�3 year olds were like. It had been 13 
years since my son Brandon was 3. To be honest, I wasn�t sure it 
would be a good � t. 

God often has different plans for us. After praying about it, I 
was led to give it a try. Words cannot express the joy and blessing 
it has been to teach and be with this group of now 3�4 year olds! 
What a wonderful blessing and opportunity God has given me to 
teach these awesome girls and boys. To walk into the room and 
hear, �Hi, Mr. Tom!�, to see faces light up when they see me, and 
to get spontaneous hugs are just some of the many blessings. The 
biggest blessing is the opportunity to teach them about Jesus and 
to see their faces light up when we share about Jesus� love for us. 
And to think that I came very close to missing this wonderful 
blessing.

The things that sometimes seem the smallest end up being the 
biggest blessing and joy. 

The Children�s Ministry is an awesome place to serve!
In Christ, Mr. Tom

We are so grateful for Mr. Tom Gable (and many others like him!) who 
have discovered the joy of serving our young ones. He loves the kids 
and they love him. It just doesn�t get much better than that! 

With 6 volunteer positions still open in our preschool, I�m sad to think 
that somewhere six people are missing the blessing God intended for 
them. . . Hmmm. Is it YOU??!!!! 

Give me a call! Sherri Stu�  ebeem, 255.2122




